
BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

Poetry. 

HOW WE RISE. 

Heaven is not reached at a single bound. 
But we build the ladder by which we rise 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 

And we mount to the summit round by round. 

I count this thing to be grandly true, 
That a noble deed is a step toward God, 
Lifting the soul from the common sod 

To a purer air and a broader view. 

We rise by the things that are under feet, 
By what we have mastered of greed and gain, 
By the pride deposed and the passion slain, 

And the vanquished ills that we hourly meet. 

We hope, we aspire, we resolve, we trust, 
When the morning calls us to life and light; 
But our hearts grow weary, and ere the night 

Our lives are trailing in sordid dust. 

We hope, we aspire, we resolve, we pray, 
And we think that we mount the air on wings, 
Beyond the recall of sensual things, 

While our feet still cling to the heavy clay. 

Wings for the angels, but feet for the men, 
We may borrow the wings to find the way, 
We may hope and aspire and resolve and pray, 

But our feet must rise or we'll fall again. 

Only in dreams is a ladder thrown 
From the weary earth to the sapphire walls ; 
But the dreams depart and the vision falls 

And the sleeper wakes on his pillow of stone. 

Heaven is not reached at a single bound, 
But we build the ladder by which we rise 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 

And we mount to the summit round by round. 
—/. (/. Holland. 

church is the body of Christ, and is born 
of God, and is, or ought to be a well and 
perfectly organized body, with no para- 
lyzed functions. Improperly organized 
churches are suffering from paralysis ; 
some of them have a foot where a hand 
ought to be ; others have both feet where 
the head ought to be ; some have plenty 
oTHands, and no head; while stillothers 

Contributions. 

are all head and no handToLJeet; while 
not a few place the stomach in the lead, 
and leave the heart and brains to follow. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE THOUGHTS. 

J.   O.   TALLEY. 

Now that the time is drawing near for 
the assembling of our National Conven- 
tion, it is incumbent on ail WHO are in- 
terested in the work that is coming before 
that body, to begin to plan how we can 
get the largest attendance of our most 
thoughtful members. There is much of 
the work that is coming before that Con- 
vention, that is of great importance, to the 
entire brotherhood, and we should earn- 
estly pray for the presence of the Holy 
Spirit to guide us, and study the word of 
God for precedence, and information 
bearing on the very vital functions of 
Church organization, and elementary ex- 
pediences. I know that it is generally 
the case that small congregations that are 
weak both numerically and spiritually, do 
not send delegates, pleading poverty as 
the cause, and that they are but 
organized, and cannot afford to represent. 
Herein is the great mistake. I know that, 
more than half of the inefficiency of 
church work, and inherent church weak- 
ness consists of indifference to, and igno- 
rance   of    Church    organization.      The 

It is not that the Lord has "not left us a 
full and perfect plan of work, but we do 
not seek to find his way of doing, and of- 
ten try to substitute human policies and 
inventions, which always fail of doing the 
work. I have seen churches whose busi- 
ness meetings and financial interests were 
handled in a perfectly political and secu- 
lar way, which was to me sinful. Says 
Jesus "Lo I am with you alway," and it 
is certain that he ought to be in every 
business meeting, and ought to rule in the 
heart of every member. 

I think the one thing necessary in weak 
churches, is the direct application of the 
Gospel as a rule for organization, and the 
election of the officers, i.e. "Let him 
that is greatest among you be servant of 
all" and "he that is least shall be great- 

est." 
Men and women should be chosen to 

fill the office of deacon and ministers 
wholly on their spiritual and mental quali- 
fications, and such offices should never be 
bestowed to honor some one as I think is 
sometimes the case. In calling one to fill a 
spiritual office, it should be understood 
that it is a lifetime office, and the work is 
the business of the Lord, and only those 
who try earnestly to follow the meek and 
lowly Savior, and are willing to learn of 
him, and be guided by his word are fit for 
such positions. 

I speak of the above subject for the rea- 
son that many are much exercised over the 
matter of proper church government, and 
especially the physical and financial 
features of the church ; and that there is 
a committee on this work which will make 
its report to the coming Conference. 
Now we are all intensely interested in the 
matter and none are so much so as the 
weak churches. Therefore they should be 
represented, and hear the discussions on 
the subject. Whatever is done in this 
matter I feel will be on the Gospel plan, 
and in the fear of the Lord. In fact, I 
think that this portion of the work of Con- 
vention, should be an inductive study of 
church government as found in the New 
Testament. As to the matter of the legal 
property holding by the church, and a 

|  plan for the safe handling of the churches 

property interests, it is one that is of great 
importance, and will undoubtedly be con- 
sidered. 

It is often the case that the very best 
men and women we have are the ones who 
are too busy to attend Conventions, and 
are in favor of sending those who have not 
much to do, and do not do that with 
much vim. Christian hearts and business 
minds should enter into the work of our 
Conventions. 

The best way in which to bring impor- 
tant matters before a Convention, is for 
those who are interested in it to prepare 
papers on the subject, in which the matter 
is well digested, and surveyed from every 
point of the compass. In fact I think it 
will be a good idea for the program com- 
mittee to assign the important subjects to 
some able brethren or sisters, who will 
prepare good papers on them, and read 
them to the Convention ; and in this way 
the discussions will be opened intelligent- 

ly. 

A   FIRST  DAY   SABBATH  IN   THE   OLD 
TESTAMENT. 

J. 1). M'FADEN. 

The seventh day Sabbath was not given 
in Eden.   It was received at Sinai,and the 
Jews failed to keep the time given them 
there.    The   seventh   day advents teach 
that angels and men keep the same period 
of time.    The Jews did not keep the same 
period of time they received from Moses. 
Where   was  that   time   after  the   battle 
Joshua had with the Amorites ?    "So the 
sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and 
hastened not to go down about a whole 
day.    And there was no day like that be- 
fore it, or after it, that the Lord hearken- 
ed unto the voice of a man : for the Lord 
fought   for  Israel."    Joshua   10:   12-14. 
A whole day  slipped away.    China and 
Egypt as well as  Israel, have an account 
of  this double day.    It will not do  to 
sneer at it.    A day was lost according to 
human reckoning.    The Lord  must have 
had an object in this ; and it ploughs like 
red hot iron through the seventh day ad- 
vent theory. 

Lent. Totten in "The Our Race News" 
leaflet for June, '94, page 14, questions 
16, and 17, says on this subject : "What 
about the "lost day" of chronological 
controversy ? Surely these things should 
have a positive settlement in such a confi- 
dent system as you claim to have. What 
about Joshua's long day? What will you 
do with it any way? If the sun stood 
still about a whole day in the mid-heav- 
ens of Bethoron, what week day part of 
the standard measure (144x24) hours, 
was it ? Certainly TIME, as to duration, 
PASSED,   while  Joshua   pursued his  ene- 


